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Looking Back…  
with Molly Smith 

Just prior to Christmas the Walpole Weekly ran 
an article featuring the Blessing of the Walpole 
Volunteer Marine Rescue Service fleet along 
with the other wonderful essential services in the 
town. 

This story sparked a memory of the first 
Blessing of the Fleet held in the district. This 
took place on the Australia Day weekend in 
1987 at Peaceful Bay and was organised by the 
Peaceful Bay Sea Rescue Group. Peter Aram 
was the instigator and when I spoke to him 
recently he reminded me that there were 
between twenty-five and thirty boats at the 
ceremony and around 150 people gathered on 
the beach. 

Denmark’s Anglican Minister, the Reverend 
Barry Fernley along with a visiting colleague,  
Reverend Sione Eli from Tonga officiated at the 
ceremony. 

The day was also an opportunity to celebrate 
the award of Denmark Citizen of the Year to 
Johnny Boyd of Peaceful Bay for his 
outstanding voluntary work as Radio Officer 
for the Sea Rescue Group. Johnny Boyd was a 
great favourite at the Bay and a great 
contributor to the community. Boyd Rock was 
named in his memory. 

The Peaceful Bay Sea Rescue Group was 
formed in 1976 and by June 1977 the group had 
21 boats equipped with two-way radios. At that time 
their base was at the general store until VN 6BJ was 
set up at the cottage of Johnny Boyd. 

The boats were equipped by their owners at a cost of 
approximately $150. Soon after formation of the 
group a grant of $2,000 was approved on a dollar for 
dollar basis for the purchase of necessary equipment. 

 

Reverend Barry Fernley and Reverend Sione Eli  
officiate at the Blessing. 

Boats and people on the beach. 

It’s services have been invaluable and in the 
intervening 44 years the situation has changed 
significantly. Peaceful Bay has two dedicated rescue 
boats - an 8.5m Naiad and a 5.8m Scorpion funded 
by DFES. 

~ Molly Smith. Photos courtesy of the Walpole 
Nornalup and District Historical Society. 


